
Page 1 of 8 

Newspaper Clips 
January 23, 2016 

Always in the news: 10 controversies surrounding Smriti Irani 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india/always-in-the-news-10-controversies-surrounding-smriti-

irani/story-DlY09ojIgKDjvxPk8J2VVK.html 

Congress workers in Bhopal burn an effigy of HRD minister Smriti Irani to protest her 

comments on Rohith Vemula. Irani had said Vemula’s death was not related to caste. 

Union human resource development minister Smriti Irani is under fire for her handling of the University of 

Hyderabad issue where a Dalit research scholar committed suicide. 

The issue has snowballed into a massive political controversy with critics alleging that the HRD ministry 

pushed for the Dalit students to be punished by sending five reminders to the university’s vice-chancellor after 

labour minister Bandaru Dattatreya complained to Irani’s department.h 

Opposition parties and activists have also hit out at Irani for allegedly distorting facts in the case. 
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Here’s a look at other controversies the minister and her ministry has been embroiled in ever since she took 

charge in 2014. 

Irani’s degree problem  

The minister’s educational qualifications came under scrutiny immediately after she took charge in May 2014. 

While critics argued how could the country’s education portfolio be handed to a person who had not even gone 

to college, a case was filed against the minister over allegations that she made contradictory claims about her 

education in documents filed in different years with the Election Commission.  

In her April 2004 affidavit to the EC Irani said she completed her BA in 1996 through a long-distance or 

correspondence program from the University of Delhi. In 2014, ahead of the general elections, she claimed she 

had completed a bachelor’s degree in commerce from the School of Open Learning, Delhi University. 

Irani’s claim to have a degree from Yale University also was lampooned by her critics. The university later 

clarified that she had only attended a week-long programme, India-Yale Parliamentary Leadership Program, in 

2013. 

HRD Ministry orders judicial inquiry into Rohith Vemula’s suicide  

Delhi University’s FYUP row  

The rollback of the Delhi University’s four-year university programme in 2014, a year after it had been initiated 

on the order of the HRD minister, invited mixed reaction from the academics and students. While some hailed it 

as a great move, others called it an attempt by the Irani-led ministry to impose its decision on an autonomous 

institution that had taken the decision after following the due process.  

IIT-Delhi director’s resignation  

The resignation of IIT-Delhi director RK Shevgaonkar from his position in December 2014, two years prior to 

completion of his tenure, was attributed to the unnecessary intervention by Irani in the affairs of the premier 

technological institute. It was alleged that Irani had pressed upon Shevgaonkar to release the salary due of 

nearly Rs 70 lakh to former IIT-Delhi faculty and now BJP leader Subramanian Swamy for the period 1972 to 

1991. 

Irani denied there was any such a pressure from the ministry and alleged that Shevgaonkar resigned as he was 

faulted on account of setting up an “illegal” campus in Mauritius. An inquiry committee was also set up to 

investigate the charges against the IIT director, but nothing came out of it. 

Nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar’s allegations  

Nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar resigned as the chairperson of IIT-Mumbai board in March last year alleging 

intervention from the HRD ministry in the selection of three IIT directors. 

Irani allegedly questioned Kakodkar, who was a member of the selection committee, as to why he had called 

candidates outside the shortlisted ones for an interview. The nuclear scientist had then retorted that it was the 

prerogative of the search committee to invite such candidates if it found it necessary.  

Rohith Vemula’s death not a matter of caste battle: Smriti Irani  

Bureaucrats leaving HRD ministry  
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A number of bureaucrats in her ministry have left for their parent cadres or other ministries alleging her high-

handed way of functioning. A lady IAS officer sought a transfer as she was publicly rebuked over her choice of 

room in the ministry, another allegedly left after the minister threw a file at him.  

IIT-Madras’ ban on discussion forum  

A controversy similar to the ongoing University of Hyderabad issue had erupted last year when a letter from 

Irani’s ministry to IIT-Madras had led to the ban of the Ambedkar Periyar group, a student’s discussion forum, 

that was critical of Prime Minister Modi. 

The ministry had forwarded an anonymous letter to the institution asking why such forums were allowed in the 

campus. 

Lal Salaam to Jai Bhim: Why Rohith Vemula left Indian Marxists  

Good Governance Day controversy  

Irani’s ministry was embroiled in yet another controversy in December 2014 when Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti 

asked all its schools to observe December 25 as ‘Good Governance Day’, which required the physical presence 

of students on a holiday.  

The directive created an uproar as critics alleged that it was an attempt to disrupt the winter vacation and keep 

students forcibly in schools. Under attack, Irani clarified that it was voluntary and students who stayed back in 

the hostels could observe December 25 as good governance day. 

German-Sanskrit row  

The decision of the HRD ministry-run Kendriya Vidyalayas to replace German with Sanskrit as the third 

language in October 2014 created a furore and turned into a diplomatic issue with German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel raising the matter with Prime Minister Modi when the two met at the G-20 summit in Brisbane on 

November that year.  

IIM bill  

The premier management schools raised an objection to HRD ministry’s move to include provisions in the IIM 

bill that could concentrate powers in the hands of the ministry. Facing heat, Irani’s ministry held several round 

of meetings with the IIMs and later decided to modify/delete the contentious clauses. 

‘Separate’ canteens in IIT  

Irani’s ministry also came under fire over reports that it had asked the IITs to explore the possibility of having 

separate eating space and mess for vegetarian students. CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury wrote a letter to Irani 

saying the government has no right to “police” the food habit of students. 
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Need innovative, low-cost water filters: MIT, IIM-A research 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/need-innovative-low-cost-water-filters-mit-

iim-a-research-116012200577_1.html 

Research also states that innovation in water filters for low-income users needed; reverse 

osmosis filters should also be developed 
A joint research on household water filters in Ahmedabad by the Comprehensive Initiative on Technology Evaluation 
(CITE) at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) along with Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A) 
has found a gap in affordable innovative water filters in households. 
 

CITE teams studied over 100 models of household water filters from nine major brands available on the market in 

Ahmedabad, India and interviewed over 400 consumers, retailers, distributors and manufacturers. These models fell 

into three main categories: conventional particle filtration (cloth/jali mesh), gravity non-electric filters, and reverse 

osmosis filters. 

In Ahmedabad, MIT students and researchers worked closely with students from local Indian universities to conduct the 

evaluation. Another student team spent the summer in the Consumer Reports labs in Yonkers, New York conducting lab 

tests of the same models being tested in the field. 

Among the three categories, the research found that cloth and jali filters are cheap and common among low-income 

users, but are not effective in reducing E.coli, or turbidity.  

"Gravity non-electric filters are moderately priced and far more effective than cloth filters at reducing E.coli and 

turbidity. Reverse osmosis is a popular type of water filter  

system perceived as the best, but most of these systems are not an affordable option for the poor. Moreover, these 

filters generate wastewater at rates triples that of the clean water they produce-a negative environmental impact in a 

water scarce region," it observed. 

Of the three categories, Reverse Osmosis Filters were found to remove more than 99.99 per cent E.coli. However, on the 

flipside, reverse osmosis systems "waste 74 liters of water for every 26 liters they clean. This makes them unsustainable 

in water scarce regions like Ahmedabad and India more broadly," the research found. 

 

Conducted in 2014, findings of the research have now been made available and state that there is a “need for water 

quality monitoring and education among the base of the pyramid.” 

"There is also room for innovation in household water filter market to meet needs of low-income users. Also, more 

environment-friendly reverse osmosis filters need to be developed for individual households," the CITE research found. 
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One more IIT-aspirant kills self in coaching hub Kota  

Hindustan Times (Bhopal) 

One more coaching student of Kota has hanged himself to death in Rajeev Gandhi Nagar area of Kota City on 

Friday.  

Circle Inspector, Jawahar Nagar Nagar, Kota, Rajesh Meshram said that a student named Anson Anil Kumar 

(19) son of Anil Kumar of Kerala was found hanging in his hostel room on Friday evening. “He was taking 

coaching for IIT-JEE from last one year”, he said.  

The hostel warden informed the police about the incident after which police reached the spot and started 

inspection. Police said the possible reason behind the death could be stress.  

The inspector added that a post mortem will be conducted on his parents arrival in Kota.  

This is the second incident of suicide of a coaching centre student in this this year. Last year, around 19 students 

had committed suicide in Kota owing to fear of failure and other reasons.  

Around 1.25 lakh students from all over the country flock to Kota to take coaching for engineering and medical 

entrance examination every year.  

Kota district administration has taken several steps to curb suicide menace. They have organised recreational 

activity in the recent past for the students to reduce stress.  
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Caste On Campus: A Dalit Student's Struggle To Return To IIT 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/caste-on-campus-a-dalit-students-struggle-to-return-to-iit-1268993 

The IIT director has ruled out a second chance for Praveen but he still has hope. 

Roorkee:  Six months ago, Praveen (name changed) was counted among the country's finest, a member of the elite club 

of "IIT students". 

 

Today, the 20-year-old spends his days at home, or the Scheduled Tribes Commission or at the doorstep of the 

lawmaker of his area, fighting to return to the classroom. 

 

He has to choose his time carefully; he can only stand for 10 minutes at a time because of polio. 

 

Praveen was among the 73 students expelled by IIT Roorkee in July for failing their first year exams. 

After protests, which were followed by a high court order, 65 were taken back, but Praveen and six others were not 

because they fell short on credits. 

 

A Dalit rights body, the National Campaign of Dalit Human Rights, has, in a report, called the IIT "Brahminical" or biased 

towards upper castes, alleging that all seven who were not taken back in were Dalits. 

   

It was 'unconstitutional' to fail them after the first year as many of them came from poor families and needed time and 

special attention to catch up, the report said. 

 

Praveen claims caste discrimination is a reality even at IIT, which is among the world's most reputed engineering 

institutes. 

 

The story of Hyderabad university student Rohith Vemula highlights discrimination that is prevalent in many universities 

across India, he says. 

 

Rohith, a 26-year-old research scholar, hung himself days after being banned from the hostel, cafeteria and other areas 

on campus for allegedly beating a rival student activist. Students allege that he was a victim of social boycott. 

 

Praveen said: "We are all from Hindi medium schools, we couldn't understand lessons in English and when we told the 

teachers, they would get angry." 

 

The prejudice, he says, is sometimes subtle and often not - not being included in groups, the emphasis on the surname, 

being left out of group activities. 

   

 

 

"Once my teacher said something against quotas and I objected. He didn't like that and he was quite a senior teacher," 

says Praveen. 
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He was in Nainital, six hours from Roorkee, when the college, on the day of the court order, said he had to take an exam. 

 

Praveen's father is a farmer in rural Rajasthan. "All our money was spent in Kota for coaching institutes, I have no other 

money left to pay for any course," says the student, who has been at home since August. 

 

Speaking to NDTV, IIT Roorkee Director Pradeepta Banerjee denied any caste discrimination. "Two students from the 

general category were also expelled because they didn't have enough credits," he said. 

 

The director said the college has worked with groups of weaker students for two years and denied any bias in the 

system. "IIT is all about rigour and unfortunately some students are just not up to the mark," said Mr Banerjee. 

 

The IIT director ruled out a second chance for Praveen but he still has hope. Rameshwar Oraon, chairman of the National 

Commission for Scheduled Tribes, has summoned the director on Praveen's case.  

 

Obama to Award National Medal of Science to 
Dr. Rakesh K. Jain 
http://www.ddinews.gov.in/Sci-Tech/Sci-Tech%20-
%20Top%20Story/Pages/rakeshjain.aspx  

 

Updated on : 22-01-2016 01:49 PM 
 

 

An IIT-Kanpur alumnus, Dr. Jain has been regarded as a pioneer for revealing the barriers to 

the delivery and worth of molecular and nano-medicines in tumors, evolving new strategies to 

overcome the barriers.  

 

 

 

He is a professor of tumor biology at Massachusetts General Hospital in the Harvard Medical School. 
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Awarded annually the Medal of Science appreciates the work of the individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to science, engineering and mathematics.  

 
The National Medal of Science was formed by statute in 1959 and is administrated for the White House by the National 
Science Foundation.  

IIT E-summit to promote Make in India 

Ashok Pradhan | TNN | Jan 22, 2016, 04.13 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-

India/articleshow/50684017.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: E-Summit'16, an event to promote entrepreneurship being organized by Centre for Entrepreneurship, 

IIT Bhubaneswar begins here on Friday.  

With the theme "Industry 4.0", the three-day summit will focus on promoting the Make-in-India concept by infusing IT 

into manufacturing processes, IIT director R V Rajakumar said.  

The inaugural session is scheduled to be addressed by Rajnish Kumar (MD NBG, SBI) and Jagi Mangat Panda (MD, Ortel 

Communications) on Friday evening.  

The first panel discussion "Vision Night" is planned to be an open house discussion on "India, Industry 4.0 & 

Entrepreneurship". It will bring many industry leaders for interaction with students. They include: Varun Jha (ex-COO 

Tata Steel), Jagi Mangat Panda (co-founder, Ortel Communications), Rajib Shekhar Sahoo (president, TiE Bhubaneswar), 

Devesh Sinha (founder, ESSPL), J K Rath (chairman, UCCI), Prasant Satpathy (M D, SCIL), Jagadanand Mohapatra (MD, 

AGIL), and Tapan Das (MD, S K Engineers).  

Four other panel discussions planned in E-Summit'16 are on entrepreneurship for digital india and entrepreneurship in 

mineral-based industry, bio-science and bio-technology industry, and public systems. Many reputed personalities from 

the world of practice such as Rajiv Lochan Mohanty (Chairman, MGM Group), Mukesh Kumar (COO, Vedanta), Gyana 

Parija (IBM Research Labs), G C Pati (former Odisha chief secretary), and G Nayak (Director, IIIT, Bhubaneswar) will share 

their ideas with the young budding entrepreneurs, providing them with the much-needed help in the ideation stage of 

entrepreneurship.  

One of the most interesting events planned in E-Summit'16 is "Investors' Drive." Here the student participants will 

present their Business Plans before a number of potential investors - venture capitalists, angel investors, financial 

institutions, and even government departments. Among them will be investors such as Raghav Kanoria (Calcutta Angels 

Cofounder), Sushant Nayak (IVY Consultants), Srikanth Sunder Rajan (Helion Ventures), and Binayak Acharya (Unitus 

Seed Fund), and investors from Indian Angel Network.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Ashok-Pradhan-479214269.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-India/articleshow/50684017.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-India/articleshow/50684017.cms

